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Where Is Baby Jesus?!
December 19, 2024
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“Where is baby Jesus?!” My little five-year-old niece, Natalie, was beside herself. In December that
year, | had gotten her and her sister a nativity playset as an early gift. It had a stable and a
manger, and little plastic figures representing all of those present at the very first Christmas when
Jesus was born: an angel, Mary and Joseph, shepherds and sheep, cows and donkeys, and wise
men from the East. The smallest figure of them all, though, was the baby Jesus.

We'd been playing with the nativity set for weeks and being especially careful to keep track of all
the pieces. But now, on Christmas morning, baby Jesus had gone missing! The grown-ups were all
busy getting last-minute presents wrapped and fussing over the Christmas brunch preparations. It
seemed no one had time to go look for the lost toy. But young Natalie—in the midst of everyone
else buzzing around in the household—her focus was on one thing: finding Jesus!!

Are you needing to find Jesus again in this Christmas season? Maybe even for the first time?

How often does that happen around the holidays—or simply in life2 We get caught up in the
busyness of it all. People to see, presents to buy, events to prepare for. Or you may find yourself at
the other end of the spectrum this season: lonely because you have no one to spend the holidays
with; or stressed because finances are tight or non-existent; or grieving the loss of loved ones who
won't be sitting around the table with you this year. You're not trying to prepare for the next event;
you're just tfrying to make it through another day. Whichever place you find yourself, it can
become easy to lose our focus on what is most important during this season: Jesus—the One born
on Christmas who came to bring us Light, Love, Peace, Joy, and Hope.

There is a wonderful scripture in Romans 15:13 that says, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
And Romans 5:5 goes on to say, “And this hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has
been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”

Is there an area of your life that feels hopeless right now?
Did you know that the greatest hope you can experience is connected to
the Love God has for you—with a joy and peace that will come as you trust in Him?



You see, there is someone else Who was given to us as a gift, too. Jesus. Seven hundred years
before Jesus’s birth, words were written as a promise about His coming:

“For unto us a Child is born. Unto us a Son is given. And the government will be upon His shoulders.
And His Name will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)

Do you need guidance in your life? Jesus came to be your Wonderful Counselor with wisdom that
is beyond our natural understanding. Do you feel weak—like you don’t know how to face another
day? Jesus wants to be your Mighty God Who helps you, fights for you, and gives you strength. Do
you feel lonely and unloved? God is an Everlasting Father Whose Love never fails and Who has
promised to never leave you or forsake you. Are you full of fear and anxiety? Jesus came to be
your Prince of Peace and desires to calm whatever storm you may be facing in your life right now.
Most importantly, though, through Jesus' death and resurrection—His ultimate gifts of Love—He
came to restore peace and relationship between God and humankind for eternity.

You see, on the night of His birth, it was declared that Jesus was born for another purpose, too: to
be our Lord and Savior. “Do not be afraid; for behold, | bring you good news of great joy for all
people. For unto you is born this day a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord” Luke 2:10-11

Natalie did ultimately find the baby Jesus that Christmas. He wasn't found until much later that
day, but I'll never forget that Christmas, because in the midst of all we did that day, | kept hearing
Natalie’s little voice inside my head. “Where is Jesuse” And it made me want to invite Him into
every moment of our Christmas celebration all the more. To look for Jesus in the eyes of those | was
with. To love Him and love others with the same love He has offered so freely to me.

Yes. We found Jesus that Christmas. But, many times, we are the ones who need to be found. Will
you let His Love find you this Christmas? | invite you to pray the prayer below, but we also welcome
you to attend our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 8om on December 24, We will be talking
more about Jesus our Light, Love, Peace, Joy, and Hope, and we would love to see you comel

God Most High, | want to know You in all the ways I've heard about today: as my Lord and Savior,
as my Wonderful Counselor, as my Mighty God, as my Everlasting Father, and as my Prince of
Peace. Thank You for loving me and, now, help me to love and to be loved during this Christmas
season. God of Hope, in all | am facing, | choose to trust you, so thank you for filling me with the
joy and peace that come from You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. How else can we pray for you?

Sarah Van Dreese—M4 Missionary

You're also invited to join us at one of the four amazing congregations meeting on this campus!
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